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INTRODUCTION
Of Soul and Joy Project

A social art engagement that aims to empower South African youth through photography.

 

Of Soul and Joy is a lasting social and artistic initiative undertaken in 2012 by Rubis Mécénat 

and Easigas (Rubis Group’s South African subsidiary) in Thokoza, a township in the southeast 

of Johannesburg in South Africa in the East Rand. Its goal is to develop artistic skills in the 

field of photography amongst the township’s vulnerable youth by providing an understanding 

of photography as a means of expression, in order to open up new personal and professional 

horizons. Weekly workshops are led by renowed photographers. It also fosters encounters 

with art professionals and the opportunity to participate in art related events both in Africa 

and abroad. Each year the most promising students are awarded a scholarship to pursue their 

studies in photography in a university of their choice, such as the Market Photo Workshop in 

Johannesburg. 

Why this project? 

Within the context of its ongoing support of the creation of contemporary art, Rubis 

Mécénat sought to develop lasting artistic and social initiatives with the Group’s 

subsidiaries as a way of getting involved in the local communities and, in addition to its 

economic role, positioning itself as a social and cultural player within the country.

Rubis Mécénat’s first socio-cultural project, Of Soul and Joy, was established in 2012 

in the South African township Thokoza, which is close to the headquarters of Rubis’ 

South African subsidiary Easigas. The programme was a way of addressing the lack of 

community initiatives in the township. The country’s history along with the major role 

played by photography during apartheid and after inspired Rubis Mécénat to offer 

photography as a tool for emancipation.

At the beginning of the 90s, Thokoza faced violent clashes between the two main 

political parties, the Ithaka Freedom Party (the IFP, with a Zulu majority) and the 

African National Congress (the ANC, Nelson Mandela’s party). These upheavals were 

immortalised by the Bang Bang Club on the eve of the announcement of a new South 

Africa, full of great change. Today, it is the turn of the new generation, the “Born Free”, 

born after 1994 at the same time as the birth of democracy, to bear witness the deep 

changes occurring in their country and to its quest for identity. Rubis Mécénat chose to 

anchor its first creative platform in the very heart of Thokoza as a way of shedding light 

on the township’s youth.

Rubis Mécénat’s involvement has created lasting links of solidarity and trust with 

the community. By getting very close to those who are the furtherest away from 

contemporary art the fund reaffirms its staunch belief in art’s societal and educational 

values. Not only the students, but also the community as a whole is invited to 

participate in a constructive dialogue articulated around the visual arts. 
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EASIGAS’ role in the project

The initiative is part of the Group’s South African subsidiary Easigas’s corporate 

social responsibility engagement. The investment is recognised by the South 

African government as a community-based aid project for the economic and social 

development of the country. A group of the subsidiary’s volunteers participate in the 

management of the programme’s administration and logistics.

THE URBAN LANSCAPE OF THOKOZA 
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CONTEXT 
By Sophie Bouillon

“There is only one road to get into Thokoza. A district of just nine square kilometres, lived 

in by several hundreds of thousands of people. The township was created from scratch by 

the Apartheid government in the 1950s. It was built exactly according to the theories of the 

racist “separate development” policy introduced a few years before (…). Today’s “theorised 

and considered” urban development has not changed one iota. Families live in the same brick 

houses without gardens, and men on their own (who have left their wives and children at home 

in their villages) sleep in the same dormitory buildings. Only the informal slum area has changed 

since 1994: it has doubled - probably even tripled - in size, in an attempt to accommodate the 

thousands of migrants who flock in from the country to try their luck in the “city of gold”.      

It was in this “forgotten” township that Rubis Mécénat decided to establish the Of Soul and 

Joy Project and photography workshops for 40 secondary school learners. Development 

organisations, journalists and even the South African government usually concentrate their 

activity and/or research in Soweto, Alexandra and Diepsloot, Johannesburg’s main townships - 

no doubt more symbolic, but also closer to the mega-city. Choosing Thokoza was a gamble. But 

it was also a necessity.

It was these same hostels that the great Greg Marinovich acknowledges changed his life. A 

Pulitzer Prize-winner, member of the Bang Bang Club photography group, Greg Marinovich also 

began his career in Thokoza (…). His pictures, which have been all round the world, were taken 

in another era, at the beginning of the 1990s when Thokoza was being torn apart by militants 

from Inkatha (a political party that is mostly Zulu) and Nelson Mandela’s ANC. His approach 

as a photographer was also different. Greg Marinovich, a young white man straight from a 

comfortable residential suburb, had no idea of what he would find on his arrival in the hostels: 

misery, civil war and unsustainable violence. Desmond Tutu, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize 

and a famous anti-Apartheid figure, thanked the photographers of the Bang Bang Club for 

having brought to the world the message of this “secret” war: “The world needed to be told this 

story... brilliant photographers. They helped to tell the story,” he wrote.   

(…) The new democracy needs its youth - those who did not have the right to hold a camera in 

their hands during the 40 years of Apartheid - to “bear witness” to their everyday life. (…) The 

students of the Of Soul and Joy Project were born in 1994, at the same time as democracy. They 

are part of the “Born Free” generation, as they are called here. They were born free.” 

Excerpt from Sophie Bouillon’s text written for the publication of the book In Thokoza in 2013.

Sophie Bouillon is an independent French journalist, former correspondent for Courrier International, 

Libération and RTS in Johannesburg. She was awarded the Albert London Prize in 2009. 
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PROJECT FOCUS
Location

The programme is situated in the Buhlebuzile Secondary School in Thokoza, a township in 

the east of Johannesburg, in the East Rand in South Africa. A room entirely dedicated to the 

project gives the participants unlimited access to the internet, to photographic materials, to 

Nikon cameras, to computers, to a library, and to the resources necessary for the learning of 

photography.

Target audience

The programme benefits approximately 20 participants yearly aged 15-30 years old. The 

participants are either high school students from the Buhlebuzile Secondary School or young 

adults willing to stimulate their creativity and deepen their artistic knowledge in the field of 

photography. 

Programme 

•  Two weekly photographic workshops are led by the project manager, the South African 

photographer Jabulani Dhlamini. The project is mainly comprised of tutorials on documentary 

photography. Numerous members of the local art scene are invited to present their work to 

the students as well as to evaluate the students’ work. Guided tours of exhibitions, photo 

festivals and studios are regularly organised. In addition, life skills courses and remedial 

education are available.

•  Throughout the year the programme offers many intensive workshops led by renowned 

photographers belonging to the local and international scene.

•  The photographers establish a genuine relationship with the students, advising them in their 

practice and guiding them in their artistic development.

•  As a creative platform, the project gives young photographers access to photography and art 

professionals and allows them to take part in art related events in South Africa and abroad. 

Each year the project organises events (exhibitions, round tables and photo festivals) in South 

Africa and in Europe and publishes regularly books on the photographers’ work. The project 

and its participants are also invited to art events in Africa and abroad.

•  Each year, Rubis Mécénat and Easigas award scholarships to the most promising students to 

pursue their studies in photography in a university of their choice, such as the Market Photo 

Workshop in Johannesburg. The students are guided throughout their artistic path. Former 

students support newcomers.
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An alternative education 

With its intensive programme, Of Soul and Joy offers alternatives to the 

existing academic programme and aspires to promote in a durable manner, 

alternative education and personal development of the youth from the local 

South African communities by offering them new perspectives and providing 

them with new tools to operate in an ever changing environment. 

Documentary resources

Since 2012, over a hundred young people have benefitted from 

documentary photography lessons and have shot different aspects of their 

everyday environment in Thokoza. These images constitute a precious 

document of everyday life in a township. They are one of the most 

important testimonials of reality in a South African township through the 

eyes of the “Born Free” generation.
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The permanent team

Lorraine Gobin, managing director Rubis Mécénat

Jabulani Dhlamini, project manager, South African photographer

Lindokuhle Sobekwa, assistant to project manager, student since 2012

Maselotsha Mphahlele, communication officers and in charge of developing life skills

Nomthandazo Nkwanyana, English teacher 

The volunteers of Buhlebuzile Secondary School and of Easigas represented  

by Cheryl Freudiger, Administrator at Easigas and Fred Royer, General Director of Easigas

Active mentors 

Cyprien Clément-Delmas, French film director and photographer 

Bieke Depoorter, Belgian photographer - Magnum Photos 

Jabulani Dhlamini, South African photographer 

Katiso Mabuza, South African photographer 

Mikhael Subotzky, South African photographer - Magnum Photos

Thandile Zwelibanzi, South African photographer 

Contributors

Roger Ballen, American photographer living in South Africa

Jodi Bieber, South African photographer 

Matt Black, American photographer – Magnum Photos

Tjorven Bruyneel, Belgian photographer

Ian Berry, British photographer - Magnum Photos

Nocebo Bucibo, South African photographer

Jérôme Delay, French photographer 

Zanele Dhlamini, South African photographer

Thomas Dworzak, German photographer - Magnum Photos

John Fleetwood, Director of Photo 

Stuart Franklin, British photographer - Magnum Photos

David Goldblatt, South African photographer

Tshepo Gumbi, South African photographer

Jason Larkin, British photographer

Emma Laurence, South African, curator at the Goodman Gallery 

Madoda Mkhobeni, South African photographer

Kutlwano Moagi, South African photographer

Olebile Mocoancoeng, South African photographer 

Thato Mogotsi, South African, Curator

Sabelo Mlangeni, South African photographer

Zanele Muholi, South African photographer

Neo Ntsoma, South African photographer

Cedric Nunn, South African photographer

Whitney Rasaka, South African photographer

Rijasolo, Madagascan photographer

Thabiso Sekgala (in memory of), South African photographer

Andrew Tshabangu, South African photographer

Nontsikelelo Veleko, South African photographer

“As well as transforming the social and professional future of the Thokoza youth, Of 

Soul and Joy is also a platform for exchanges with photographers from all over the 

world. The activities also have a positive impact on other members of the community 

and on the subsidiary’s volunteers, who might for example be trusted to undertake 

missions during events. By weaving of this web of, Rubis Mécénat plays a social role 

while simultaneously transmitting the importance of culture and the value of art.” 

Jabulani Dhlamini, South African photographer and project manager Of Soul and Joy
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KEY DATES SINCE 2012

Over 100 participants 

21 scholarships awarded 

5 active mentors

2  weekly workshops led by Jabulani Dhlamini

Almost 100 intensive workshops led by renowned 
photographers

1  ededicated space with unlimited internet access, Nikon 
cameras, photographic equipment, computers, and a 
specialized library

10  exhibitions and events organised in South Africa and 
abroad

Participation in numerous art related events in South Africa 
and abroad 

3 publications

Realisation of 2 documentary films 

 A collaboration with Magnum Photos since 2016
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STUDENT FOCUS 
A selection of five Of Soul and Joy photographers

Sibusiso Bheka

Sibusiso Bheka was born in 1997 in Thokoza in South Africa. He discovers photography in 

2012 while in secondary school, with the Of Soul and Joy project. Since 2015 he is studying 

photography at the Vaal University of Technology (VUT) and has been awarded both a 

governmental scholarship and a Rubis Mécénat and Easigas grant. In 2013, he is exhibited in the 

group show In Thokoza organised by Rubis Mécénat at the Ithuba Arts Gallery in Johannesburg. 

He also joins Live magazine as a part time photographer. In 2014, his work is exhibited at the 

Addis Foto Fest in Addis-Ababa (Ethiopia). In 2015, he participates in the exposition Free from 

my Happiness at the Ghent International Photo Festival in Belgium then in 2016 in its itinerant 

form at the Perignem Studio in Beernem in Belgium and at the Johannesburg Art Gallery in 

South Africa. The same year he takes part in the group show Fresh Produce organised by 

Assemblages and VANSA at the Turbine Art Fair in Johannesburg.

In 2017, his Stop Nonsense series was shown at the panafrican exhibition of the 11th Rencontres 

de Bamako, African Biennale of Photography. His prints then entered the Collection of the 

National Museum of Mali.

ACTU 

In 2018, Sibusiso Bheka is one of the selected students for the Magnum Photography and 

Social Justice scholarship.

Click here to view his portfolio  

Sibusiso Bheka
2016

Stop Nonsense

http://lartenplus.com/public/RUBIS_MECENAT/Livre_Sibusiso_Bheka_2017.pdf
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Celimpilo Mazibuko

Celimpilo Mazibuko was born in 1996 in Katlehong South Africa. In 2012 when he was still in 

secondary school, Celimpilo takes his first steps in photography thanks to the Of Soul and 

Joy project which awards him with a scholarship in 2015 which enables him to continue his 

photographic learning at the Market Photo Workshop in Johannesburg in The Photojournalism 

and Documentary Photography Programme (PDP). In 2014, his work is exhibited at the 

Addis Foto Fest in Addis-Ababa (Ethiopia), in the group show Visions of Africa. In 2015, he 

exhibits in Fresh Produce, an exhibition organised by Assemblages Turbine Art Fair festival in 

Johannesburg. 

Celimpilo Mazibuko is the recipient of the 2016 Tierney Fellowship at the Market Photo 

Workshop in Johannesburg and is guided by the photographer Cedric Nunn in the development 

of his project on the RDP houses, a massive relocation programme launched by the South 

African government in 1994. This work was exhibited in May 2017 at the Market Photo 

Workshop. 

Click here to view his portfolio

Celimpilo Mazibuko
2016

In Jus’this

http://lartenplus.com/public/RUBIS_MECENAT/Celimpilo_Mazibuko.pdf
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Tshepiso Mazibuko

Tshepiso Mazibuko was born in 1995 in Thokoza in South Africa. She discovers photography in 

2012 with the Of Soul and Joy project. In 2015, she enrolles in the Advanced Programme at the 

Market Photo Workshop thanks to a Rubis Mécénat and Easigas scholarship. 

In 2013, her work is exhibited in the group show In Thokoza organised by Rubis Mécénat at 

the Ithuba Arts Gallery in Johannesburg. In 2015 , she participates in the exhibition Free from 

my Happiness at the Ghent International Photo Festival in Belgium, then in 2016 in its itinerant 

form at the Perignem Studio in Beernem in Belgium and at the Johannesburg Art Gallery in 

South Africa. The same year she takes part in the group show Fresh Produce organised by 

Assemblages and VANSA at the Turbine Art Fair in Johannesburg. 

Tshepiso graduates from the Market Photo Workshop’s Advanced Programme in 2016. The same 

year, she is invited to show her work at the Addis Foto Fest in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) where she 

is awarded the festival’s first prize. In 2017, she is invited to talk about her work and the young 

South African photography scene at the 2017 World Press Photo Festival in Amsterdam and she 

is the recipient of the 2017 Tierney fellowship.

ACTU

In 2018, Tshepiso Mazibuko is the recipient of the Prince Claus Fund Award.

Click here to view his portfolio

Tshepiso Mazibuko
2016

Gone and There

http://lartenplus.com/public/RUBIS_MECENAT/Livre_Tshepiso_Mazibuko_2017.pdf
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Lindokuhle Sobekwa
2016

A place of Peace

Lindokuhle Sobekwa

Lindokuhle Sobekwa was born in 1999 in Katelehong, near Johannesburg in South Africa. In 

2012 he discovers photography with the Of Soul and Joy project. In 2013, his work is exhibited 

in the group show In Thokoza organised by Rubis Mécénat at the Ithuba Arts Gallery in 

Johannesburg. He joins Live magazine as a part time photographer. His work has been exhibited 

at the Kalashnikovv Gallery in South Africa and in the Netherlands, South Africa, Norway, and 

Iran via the No Man’s Art Gallery.

His Nyaope series is published in the South African newspaper The Mail & Guardian and in 

Vice Magazine in the 2015 Photo Issue with the work of South African photographer Mikhael 

Subotzky. As a Magnum member and project mentor, Subotzky takes him as a studio 

apprentice. Lindokuhle Sobekwa is also employed by Rubis Mécénat and Easigas as assistant 

to the project manager, Jabulani Dhlamini. In 2015, he participates in the group exhibition Free 

from my Happiness at the Ghent International Photo Festival in Belgium, organised by Rubis 

Mécénat, then in 2016 in its itinerant form at the Perignem Studio in Beernem in Belgium and at 

the Johannesburg Art Gallery in South Africa. The same year, he takes part in the group show 

Fresh Produce organised by Assemblages and VANSA at the Turbine Art Fair in Johannesburg.

Lindokuhle receives the Magnum Photography and Social Justice scholarship in 2017

Click here to view his portfolio

http://lartenplus.com/public/RUBIS_MECENAT/Livre_Lindokuhle_Sobekwa_2017.pdf
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Thembinkosi Hlatshwayo

Thembinkosi Hlatshwayo was born in 1993 in Soweto, Johannesburg, South Africa. He is 

introduced to photography at Vaal University of Technology from which he graduates in 

photography. He joins the Of Soul and Joy project in 2016 in order to deepen his photographic 

knowledge. Hlatshwayo exhibites his work at the Of Soul & Joy Photo Fest edition 2 festival 

organised by Rubis Mécénat in Thokoza in October 2016 where he shows his first project 

Betterment Promise. The series is exhibited at the Art Africa fair in Cape Town (South Africa) the 

same year. 

Click here to view his portfolio

Thembinkosi Hlatshwayo
2016

Betterment Promise

http://lartenplus.com/public/RUBIS_MECENAT/Livre_Thembinkosi_Hlatshwayo_2017.pdf
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FOCUS  
MENTORS 

Cyprien Clément-Delmas

Cyprien Clément-Delmas was born in 1986 and is a French photographer and film director. He 

studied at ESCAC, the cinema school in Barcelona (Spain). In conjunction with his photography, 

he directed several short films and documentaries including Luciano, a short fiction shot on 

35mm and co-directed with Dani de la Orden which won numerous awards on the European 

festival circuit. Cyprien Clément-Delmas is also involved in several social projects. He led 

documentary cinematography workshops in prison for Audiovisuales sin Fronteras.  

Since 2015, he is a member of the Paris based production company Caviar Content.

Bieke Depoorter

Bieke Depoorter was born in 1986 in Kortrijk, Belgium. She received a Master’s Degree in 

Photography at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Ghent in 2009. Her early colour photography 

work is the result of a unique approach: she captures the privacy of people whom she meets 

by chance and she gets to invite her into their homes. She captures indescribable, fragile and 

intense moments, always with kindness.

For the Ou Menya series, the young artist travelled for three months in Russia, to remote 

villages, guided by the Trans-Siberian Railway. This work won her several awards, including 

the Magnum Expression Award in 2009. Her first book, Ou Menya, was published by Lannoo 

(Belgium) in 2011.

For a similar long-term project entitled I am about to call it a day, the photographer went to the 

United States. A book of the same name was jointly published in 2014 by Edition Patrick Frey 

(Switzerland) and Hannibal (Belgium). With Sète#15, in photographs taken during an artistic 

residency for the festival l’image Singulières, it’s for the first time that Depoorter explores the 

thin line between fiction and documentary. She presents a nocturnal vision of the city, with a 

filmic dream-like atmosphere. Her photographs convey the muted pulsations of a sleeping city.

Depoorter finalized her first shortmovie ‘Dvalemodus’ in 2017, which she directed together with 

musician Mattias De Craene. The film talks about the everlasting darkness in a small village in 

the Northern Norway.

Depoorter is currently working on a new book that will be published in October 2017. Since the 

beginning of the uprising in 2011 in Egypt, she tried to find trust in a country where mistrust 

predominates.

When she was just 25 years old, she joined the Magnum agency, of which she became a 

nominee in 2012 and a full member in 2016. 
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Jabulani Dhlamini

Jabulani Dhlamini, born in 1983, is a South African photographer who lives and works in 

Johannesburg. Dhlamini graduated in documentary photography at the Market Photo Workshop 

in Johannesburg and was awarded the Edward Ruiz Mentorship for the year 2011-2012. His 

series Umama was exhibited in 2012 at the Market Photo Workshop and in 2013 at the Goodman 

Gallery in Cape Town. In this series, Dhlamini pays homage to single mothers and explores 

the pitfalls these women are faced with as they bring up their children on their own in South 

African townships. His education as well as his vision of contemporary South Africa are of prime 

importance in Dhlamini’s work. Since 2014, he is an active member of the Of Soul and Joy project 

of which he is the manager since 2015. He is represented by the Goodman Gallery, South Africa. 

Mikhael Subotzky

Mikhael Subotzky was born in 1981 in Cape Town, South Africa and is currently based in 

Johannesburg. His works are the results of his fractured attempts to place himself in relation to 

the social, historical, and political narratives that surround him both at home in South Africa and 

on his frequent travels. Executed in a variety of mediums - from photographs to film and video 

installations, and more recently collages and drawings - these works have been widely exhibited 

and collected by institutions including The Museum of Modern Art and the Guggenheim in New 

York as well as the Victoria and Albert Museum and Tate Modern in London. He has received, 

amongst others, the 2012 Standard Bank Young Artist Award, the 2012 Discovery Award at 

Arles, the 2009 Oskar Barnack Award, and the 2008 ICP Infinity Award. Previous monographs 

include Beaufort West (Chris Boot, 2008), Retinal Shift (Steidl, 2012) and Ponte City (Steidl, 

2014), which won the 2015 Deutsche Börse Photography Prize. His work was included on All the 

World’s Futures at the 56th Venice Biennale in 2015. 

Thandile Zwelibanzi

Thandile Zwelibanzi was born in 1987 and is a South African photographer. He studied at the 

Market Photo Workshop from 2008 to 2011 and was the sixth recipient of the Edward Ruiz 

Mentorship. In 2011, he participated with his Still Existence series in the 9th edition of the 

Rencontres de Bamako. Zwelibanzi has had solo shows at the Market Photo Workshop and at 

Bailey Seippel Gallery in Johannesburg. His work has also been extensively exhibited in group 

shows in his native South Africa and abroad.

He is interested in questions and concepts linked to power, automisation and transformation as 

well as to their impact on our relationship to the world we live in. His work also dwells upon the 

way in which photography can be used to contribute to the public and private sectors, as well 

as to civic life. 
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RUBIS MÉCÉNAT 
CULTURAL FUND
As a responsible company, Rubis has given itself a double goal: undertaking social change in 

two fields, health and education, and promoting artistic creation through its endowment fund 

Rubis Mécénat.

In 2011, the Rubis Group created its cultural endowment fund Rubis Mécénat to strengthen 

links between its subsidiaries, contribute to the absorption of the group into its socio-cultural 

environment, and to revitalize the company culture. As an industrial, social and cultural 

protagonist in the countries in which it operates, the Rubis Group strengthens its actions on 

each territory thanks to the implementation of its cultural projects.

Rubis Mécénat’s primary objective is to take action in developing countries where the Group 

has a presence. By collaborating with the local subsidiaries and joining forces with local 

and international artists Rubis Mécénat nurtures socio-cultural projects at the heart of local 

communities whilst bringing to young adults an educational artistic programme and the ability 

to go through life with the practice of the visual arts. These programmes, enriched by a system 

of scholarships as well as of cultural events, are designed to let personal vocations, future 

prospects, and new talents come to the fore. Functioning as creative platforms, these artistic 

and social initiatives constitute a long-term investment which allows support over time as well 

as immediate follow-up in each territory.

In addition Rubis Mécénat supports artistic creation by guiding emerging and mid-career artists 

in France and abroad, commissioning works for specific sites as well as for the Group’s industrial 

sites. The fund also purchases, from the artists it supports, works destined to be seen at the 

offices of the Rubis Group.

Art should be universal, humble and accessible to all in order to serve and contribute to social 

cohesion.

John Ruskin

Lorraine Gobin is head of philanthropy at Rubis  

and managing director of Rubis Mécénat since 2011.

www.rubismecenat.fr

http://www.rubismecenat.fr
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EASIGAS
Easigas (Pty) Ltd, a subsidiary 60 % owned by Rubis Energie (France) and 40% by Reatile Gas 

(South Africa), has been one of the principal suppliers and distributor of liquefied petrol on the 

South African market for the last three decades.

Easigas (Pty) Ltd, a responsible company within the energy field in South Africa, decided to 

rise to the challenge of supplying an accessible liquefied petrol gas by engaging in social and 

economic development programmes in order to benefit local communities within the areas 

where the company is active.

In 2012, as part of the fund’s socio-cultural strategy, Rubis Mécénat an Easigas undertook 

together the development of the project Of Soul and Joy in Thokoza, a township on the 

outskirts of Alberton (where Easigas has its headquarters) in Gauteng, South Africa. The 

motivation behind this project is to involve the company and its employees in the local social 

scene.

www.easigas.com

http://www.easigas.com
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FOCUS  
ON EVENTS
2018
•  Residency at the Cité des Arts in Saint-Denis, Reunion Island (May 17th – June 10th 2018) 

Residency of 3 South African photographers from the Of Soul and Joy project - Jabulani 

Dhlamini, Tshepiso Mazibuko, Lindokuhle Sobekwa – and of the South African photographer 

Andrew Tshabangu at the Cité des Arts in Saint-Denis, Reunion Island as part of the Artist 

Residency « Le Grand Chemin »

•  Group show In Thokoza: Place of Peace at the Stop Sign Art Gallery, Johannesburg  

(July 5th- August 7th 2018)

• « Women Workshop » conducted by Bieke Depoorter since 2017

•  Participation of Of Soul and Joy to the FNB Joburg Art Fair, Johannesburg  

(September 6th -9th 2018) Exhibition and talks

•  Continuation of the collaboration with Magnum Photos 

Guest photographers: Mark Power and Richard Kavlar 

Launch of a new collaboration on the project « Magnum African Archives - Chapter 1 (South 

Africa) » with Mikael Subotzky and 2 students from the Of Soul and Joy project: Lindokuhle 

Sobekwa and Tshepiso Mazibuko

•  Continuation of the workshops with the project members and guest photographers,  

new workshop with the Madagascan photographer Rijasolo

•  Support to artistic creation for the Daleside photographic project by Lindokuhle Sobekwa  

and Cyprien Clément-Delmas, 2016-2018

Exposition  
Free from my Happiness, 
Johannesburg Art Gallery 

2016  
© Jabulani Dhlamini
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2017
•  Rencontres de Bamako, African Biennale of Photography - Mali 

Participation of Sibusiso Bheka to the panafrican exhibition of the 11th Rencontres de Bamako, 

African Biennale of Photography and acquisition of his Stop Nonsense series by the National 

Museum of Mali

•  Partnership with the Photo Saint-Germain festival - Paris, France 

Round table on « Contemporary South African and photography as a tool of emancipation » 

with Roger Ballen and Bieke Depoorter, photographers, and John Fleetwood, director of the 

Photo: platform, animated by Jeanne Mercier, critic and curator, Afrique in Visu

•  Partnership with the Rencontres d’Arles – France  

Inaugural visit to France for 4 young photographers from the Of Soul and Joy project and the 

project manager for the Rencontres d’Arles 

Round table animated by the journalist Roxana Azimi on South African photography and the 

“Born Free” generation with Roger Ballen, Jabulani Dhlamini and 4 students from the project

•  Continuation of the workshops with members of the Of Soul and Joy project and guest 

photographers, including Rijasolo and Matt Black, member of the Magnum agency

2016
Of Soul & Joy Photo Fest in Thokoza edition 2 - Johannesburg

Buhlebuzile Secondary School, Thokoza, South Africa 

Photo festival about the young photographic scene from Of Soul and Joy  

Conferences by photographers David Goldblatt and Cédric Nunn, exhibition, projection, 

photographic workshops, performances, music, and local arts and crafts

Turbine Art Fair - Johannesburg

Johannesburg, South Africa 

Group show Fresh Produce organised by the collective Assemblages and VANSA, with the 

participation of Sibusiso Bheka, Tshepiso Mazibuko and Lindokuhle Sobekwa

2015 - 2016
Travelling exhibition Free from my Happiness 

International Photo Festival - Ghent, Belgium

Johannesburg Art Gallery - Johannesburg, South Africa

Atelier Perignem - Beernem, Belgium

Group show with student work by Sibusiso Bheka, Tshepiso Mazibuko and Lindokuhle Sobekwa

2014
Addis Foto Fest - Addis Ababa

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Group show Visions of Africa with student work by Lungile Zuma, Philani Mazibuko, Sibusiso 

Bheka and Teboho Busa
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2013
Roundtable discussion In Thokoza - Paris

Le Bal, Paris, France

With the journalist Sophie Bouillon and the photographers Bieke Depoorter, Cyprien Clément-

Delmas and Thabiso Sekgala

Exhibition In Thokoza - Johannesburg

Ithuba Arts Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa

Group show of the Of Soul and Joy students and photographers Tjorven Bruyneel, Bieke 

Depoorter, Cyprien Clément-Delmas and Kutlwano Moagi

Of Soul & Joy Photo Fest in Thokoza edition 1 - Johannesburg

Phola Park, Thokoza, South Africa

Photo festival based of the young photo scene from Of Soul and Joy                          

Interventions by photographers Sabelo Mlangeni, Jérôme Delay, Tjorven Bruyneel, Bieke 

Depoorter, Cyprien Clément-Delmas and Kutlwano Moagi

Projection, photographic workshops, performances, music, and local arts and crafts

2012
Launch of the project in Thokoza, Johannesburg, South Africa
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2018

THE WOMEN PROJECT

A book on the photographic work of 7 women 

photographers from the Of Soul and Joy Project 

2017

THE OF SOUL AND JOY PHOTO COLLECTIVE

A box of 14 books featuring photographs  

by the students of the Of Soul and Joy project 

(2017)

DOCUMENTATION
PUBLICATIONS

2015

FREE FROM MY HAPPINESS 

A set of 3 books:

Photographs by   

Sibusiso Bheka :  

At night, they walk with me ;  

Tshepiso Mazibuko :  

Encounters ;  

Lindokuhle Sobekwa :  

Nyaope. Everything you give me my Boss, will do 

Textes de Sean O’Toole

2013

IN THOKOZA

Photographs by the Of Soul and Joy students 

and by Bieke Depoorter and  

Cyprien Clément-Delmas 

Text by Sophie Bouillon

©
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DOCUMENTARY FILM

«IN THOKOZA» PART 1 & 2, 2012 - 2017

VIDEOS

TESTIMONIES FROM 3 PHOTOGRAPHERS OF THE PROJECT

SOCIAL MEDIA
Follow the project on Facebook and on Instagram 

VIDEOS AND WEB

https://vimeo.com/195430188
https://vimeo.com/258234316
https://www.instagram.com/ofsoulandjoy_photoproject/?hl=fr
https://www.facebook.com/Of-Soul-Joy-photo-Project-Thokoza-South-Africa-150677718402152/timeline/
https://vimeo.com/258235208
https://vimeo.com/258236198
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 CONTACTS
L’art en plus

Olivia de Smedt 

Director

o.desmedt@lartenplus.com

+ 33 (0) 1 45 53 62 74

www.lartenplus.com

Rubis Mécénat cultural fund

Lorraine Gobin

Managing director  

l.gobin@rubismecenat.fr

 +33 (0) 6 50 10 51 79

www.rubismecenat.fr

mailto:o.desmedt%40lartenplus.com?subject=
www.lartenplus.com
mailto:l.gobin@rubismecenat.fr
http://www.rubismecenat.fr

